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Message from the Board Chair
Dear Friends of the Foundation,
First, let me extend a huge thank you for your generosity
to the 542 Education Foundation. Your support has made a
difference for the students of Battle Lake Public School by
enhancing their education in a variety of ways. This year we
were able to award $12,969.89 in grants to help teachers
purchase such items as manipulatives for STEM & math in the
elementary, equipment for the school store to enhance life
skills, flexible seating for numerous classrooms, and much
more. The gratitude expressed by staff and students has been
incredible!
Second, this annual report highlights the Foundation’s
finances, fundraising events, and donors. We added three
more outstanding individuals to the Hall of Fame. They are
Barbara LaValleur (Class of 1963), Capt. David Nelson (Class of
1967), and Chuck Evert (Science teacher & coach). We honored
them at our annual “Tastes, Toasts, & Traditions” fundraising
event in September. We also sponsored the 10K/5K Run/Walk
during Wenonga Days in Battle Lake at the end of July. These
two events brought in over $12,000 in funds, which is a 58%
increase over the previous year! We will continue to promote
& improve these fundraisers as we move forward.
Lastly, as I sit at home amid the coronavirus pandemic, I am
reminded how the people in communities across Minnesota
continually come together to take care of each other. So many
small businesses who donated to the Foundation to help with
our fundraisers over the years now need a little extra from
those of us who can. So, depending on your situation, call a
restaurant for some takeout tonight, send a check to the local
food shelf, volunteer to give blood, etc. Together we make a
difference.
Our website has been updated with a new, fresh look. Check
it out at 542foundation.com. And be sure to “like” us and
“share” our Facebook page!
Again, thank you for your continued support! We look forward
to seeing you and working with you in the year ahead in order
to preserve the strong tradition of excellence at Battle Lake
Public School.
With gratitude,
Shari (Thiel) Prigge, Class of 1976

Alumni Hall of Fame
Congratulations to the Alumni
Hall of Fame 2019 Inductees
The third class of inductees were recognized at the Tastes, Toasts
& Traditions event held on September 14, 2019.
Chuck Evert, Educator, coach, educator of the year 1977, and
Dean of Students; Barbara La Valleur, 1963, Photographer,
writer, author and editor; and Captain David Nelson, 1967,
Naval career, seven deployments, and Chief of Naval Operations
Aviation at The Pentagon.

CHUCK EVERT
Educator

BARBARA
LA VALLEUR
Class of 1963

CAPTAIN
DAVID NELSON
Class of 1967

Financial Update
As of January 31, 2020
Foundation Endowment:
$49,110.69
Operating Fund (cash & pledges):
$7,317.84
C.L.A.S.S. Fund:
$2,830.78
How You Can Help:
As a stakeholder in providing a quality education for our
students, we hope you will join us in supporting the Battle Lake
Education Foundation (BLEF). Through our affiliation with West
Central Initiative, who manages our fund, a full range of giving
vehicles exist. Join our 542 or Battler Membership Clubs, give a
memorial, or consider a legacy gift.
To make a gift see the attached donation page or donate online
at www.542foundation.com under the “Donate” tab.
Respectfully,
Judy (Thiel) Backhaus, Treasurer
Battle Lake Public School, Class of 1977

Tastes, Toasts, & Traditions
2019 Event

Fundraising Events:
JULY 25, 2020
Wenonga Days 5K/10K Run and Walk
During Wenonga Days in Battle Lake
Pre-Registration & Chronotrack Timing by Anderson Race
Management
Pre-Registration online at www.542foundation.com

SEPTEMBER 19, 2020 – 6:30 p.m.,
Tastes, Toasts, & Traditions Fundraiser
Stub’s Dining & Saloon
This year’s theme is “Game Show” and will feature
special events, a Silent Auction and the induction of new
members into the Battle Lake Public School
“Hall of Fame”. This special event is a “thank you”
to Foundation donors, as well as a fundraiser open
to the public.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! You won’t want to miss it!

2019 5k/10k Run & Walk

The Special Event, The Newlywed Game

2019 Inductees

C.L.A.S.S. Fund Update
The CLASS Fund (Character, Leadership, Awareness/Aptitude, and Service Support Fund) was established in 2019 by a Battle Lake
graduate to promote the development of Battle Lake students’ character traits, leadership opportunities, awareness/aptitude
opportunities, and service focus within their school experience. Starting the fund was motivated by the positive, developmental and
empowering experiences so many have had in attending Battle Lake schools through the years. It is hoped that current and future
Battle Lake students will similarly benefit from the formative experiences provided by administrators, teachers, coaches, mentors and
community members beyond the academic curriculum.
Battle Lake schools have experienced extraordinary success through the years, as reflected by the many awards and accolades
received from state and national organizations. At the same time, there is a need for resources to support the character, leadership,
awareness/aptitude, and service opportunities that help plant the seeds of lifelong success in our students’ minds. The CLASS Fund is
designed to support activities that will help students discover possible career interests, develop leadership abilities, realize the
importance of serving others and build the character traits that will help put them on the path to success in the workplace, in the
community, and in their personal lives. It is for this reason that the CLASS Fund was established, and it is for this cause that others are
invited to consider contributing to this Fund—to this cause—going forward.
Anyone can donate to the CLASS Fund by making a gift to the Battle Lake 542 Education Foundation and writing “CLASS Fund” in the
notation line or in an accompanying message. General donations can be made to the CLASS Fund in any amount. Donations can also
be made in memory of former students or faculty members, on the occasion of a graduation, retirement, career achievement or other
milestone, or in honor of an influential current or former staff member. Your gift will help support programs that provide empowering
opportunities in character development, leadership development or a focus on service to others for Battle Lake’s children and youth.
Your gift is an investment in our young people—both for today and for years into the future.
Since inception, the fund has grown to almost $5000 and has been used to help fund a new program at Battle Lake schools called
FIRST Robotics. This program & competition came to our students through the efforts of Industrial Tech teacher, Bill Klaers, and
funding from grants through that robotics program and the 542 Education Foundation.
Here is an overview of the program:
The FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC) is an international high school robotics competition. Each year, teams of high school students,
coaches, and mentors work during a six-week period to build robots capable of competing in that year’s game. Robots complete tasks
such as scoring balls into goals, placing inner tubes onto racks, hanging on bars, and balancing robots on balance beams. The game,
along with the required set of tasks, changes annually. While teams are given a standard set of parts, they are also allowed a budget
and are encouraged to buy or make specialized parts.
FIRST Robotics Competition has a unique culture, built around two values. “Gracious Professionalism” embraces the competition
inherent in the program, but rejects trash talk and chest-thumping, instead embracing empathy and respect for other teams.
“Coopertition” emphasizes that teams can cooperate and compete at the same time. The goal of the program is to inspire students to
be science and technology leaders.
2019 was the 27th year of the competition. 3,647 teams with more than 91,000 students and 25,000 mentors from 27 countries
built robots. They competed in 63 Regional Competitions, 85 District Qualifying Competitions, and 10 District Championships. Over
800 teams won slots to attend the two FIRST Championship events, where they competed in a tournament. In addition to on-field
competition, teams and team members competed for awards recognizing entrepreneurship, creativity, engineering, industrial
design, safety, controls, media, quality, and exemplifying the core values of the program.
Most teams reside in the United States, with Canada, China, Mexico, Israel, Turkey and Australia contributing significant numbers of
teams.
In 2020, Bill Klaers formed the first ever team from the Battle Lake school, he tells us “the First Robotics Competition has been
cancelled due to COVID-19. We were scheduled to compete on the 25-28 of March. We don’t know what the future holds…if they
are going to try to reschedule, pick up where they left off next year, or just chalk this up to a once in a lifetime event and cancel
everything. This is a world-wide competition in different sites in the US, Canada and various sites in Europe. Some of the competition
have been held already and there were about half that still needed to be done.”
Bill also goes on to say: “This has been an awesome experience for the students. It was extremely challenging for the kids as there
was no plan for them to follow. Everything they did they had to brainstorm to come up with a solution. It was awesome to see their
creativity come alive. That is the great thing about this program, the end product is a function of the students’ ideas. They had to
come up with a plan, build prototype systems for the robot, test the systems, redo them and come up with computer programming to
make it all work.
We had an extremely young team consisting of one junior, three freshmen, three eighth graders and nine seventh graders. We were
by far the youngest team in the whole competition. They were disappointed the season was cancelled and they are already asking

C.L.A.S.S. Fund Update
about competing next year.”
So for now, “we will keep our robot and be able to use many parts and systems to build the next one if the scenario changes. We
could not have done this and had such a fired-up group of students if we had to struggle to buy parts. The generosity of the 542
Foundation covered a lot of the extra parts and materials, but more importantly, helped the students on the team have a wonderful
experience.”
Attached to this article are a few photos of the almost done robot. This year the robot was tasked to pick playground balls off the floor
and put them in a bin or shoot them at a target, it also had to spin a color wheel to match up to a certain color and then had to be able
to hook itself on a bar and pull itself clear of the floor. It might be hard to imagine, but the only thing we had to finish was the color
wheel spinner. Again, thanks for supporting us!

Legacy Giving
A wonderful way to have a lasting impact on Battle Lake School, students and staff is to plan a gift from your estate. Legacy Giving
can substantially and positively support and promote a school and its community.
West Central Initiative can assist you with giving through your will, trust, endowment, memorial and various other planned giving
options. Visit their website, wcif.org, to learn more about a long lasting gift to the Battle Lake 542 Education Foundation.

Hall of Fame Call for Nominations
Nominations are being accepted for the Battle Lake 542 Education Foundation Hall of Fame Class of 2020. The deadline to submit
nominees for the 2020 class will be May 31st of this year.
Anyone may submit a nomination and the Foundation Board will make honoree selections based on the following criteria:
1. Nominees must have graduated from Battle Lake Public School at least 20 years prior to nomination, or must have retired
		 from Battle Lake Public School after serving in the school district for a minimum of 10 years.
2. Nominees must have realized distinctive achievements in their chosen field(s) that include such areas as business, education,
		 military service or community service to name a few.
3. Nominees may or may not be currently holding the position(s) in which they achieved major success.
4. Nominees may be living or deceased.
Nominations can be submitted via the online form link at: www.542foundation.com under the “Hall of Fame” tab. A list of previous
honorees can be viewed on this page as well. All nominations received by May 31st of this year, will be considered. The Foundation
Board will make the final selection of inductees with names announced in June. Those not selected will remain in the pool for future
consideration. The 2020 inductees will be recognized at the annual “Tastes, Toasts, & Traditions” event on Saturday, September 19,
2020, at Stub’s Dining & Saloon.
Tell us about your nominee:
Please complete the contact information fields to the best of your ability.
1. Name:_________________________________________Graduation Year/Years of Service:_______________________
2. Home Address:_________________________________________________________________________________
3. Phone Number:________________________________________________________________________________
4. Email Address:_________________________________________________________________________________
Detailed information about the candidate’s credentials and achievements, and the impact of those accomplishments:
Please complete to the best of your ability.
(Please attach information)

Public awards and honors:
Please complete to the best of your ability.
(Please attach information)

Tell us about yourself:
1. Name:_______________________________________________________________________________________
2. Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________
3. Phone Number:________________________________________________________________________________
4. Email:_______________________________________________________________________________________
The completed form must be received by the Education Foundation no later than May 31st of this year.
Mailing address:
Battle Lake 542 Education Foundation
Attention: Hall of Fame Nomination
PO Box 184
Battle Lake, MN 56515

Become a Member
About our 542 Foundation
The Battle Lake 542 Education Foundation was organized
in 2011 to respond to the ever-increasing needs of our
award-winning school district by financially supporting
educational programs for all students in Preschool - 12 grades.
The membership of the foundation advisory committee includes
individuals who believe that only through community support
can we provide the best educational opportunities for our youth.
Please visit our website for the current list of advisory committee
members.
The advisory committee is proud to work in partnership with
West Central Initiative, a regional organization that offers over
25 years of foundation experience, to help guide fund-raising
and fund distribution activities.
Our Purpose
To support the strategic learning programs in the Battle Lake
School, which hone and enrich the skills and competitiveness
of our students, giving them the opportunity and framework
to excel during their formal educational years. We believe that
by building on critical thinking skills, forming strong societal
conscience, and developing positive interpersonal relationships,
our students will be better prepared to live and work in a global,
technological and dynamic society.

How to Donate
Online:
www.542foundation.com or www.wcif.org
Mail:
Make checks payable to West Central Initiative with Battle
Lake 542 Education Foundation in the memo. Your gift is
tax deductible. Our affiliate, West Central Initiative will
acknowledge your gift.
West Central Initiative
PO Box 318
Fergus Falls, MN 56538

Donation Levels
General Education Fund
The General Education Fund gives the advisory committee the
most flexibility in designating when and where financial support
is most needed.
Endowment Fund
This is the gift that keeps on giving – year after year. The
principal is untouched while the interest becomes available to
provide for more long-range programs or to supplement the
General 542 Education Fund.
542 Club
Named for Battle Lake Independent School
District #542, this is a special 5-year pledge program:
1st year		
$142
2nd year
$100
3rd year
$100
4th year
$100
5th year
$100
		$542
Levels of the 542 Club
Freshman:
First $542
Sophomore: Completed first $542 and renewing
Junior:		
Completed $1084 and renewing
Senior:		
Completed $1626 and renewing
Graduate:
Completed 542 program and continues 		
		
to give $54.20 a year
Battler Club
$54.20 a year
Sponsorship Levels
Ruby Level:
$1,000 in one year
Sapphire Level:
$2,500 in one year
Bronze Level:
$5,000 in one year
Silver Level:
$10,000 in one year
Gold Level:
$25,000 in one year

Donation not necessary for Hall of Fame nomination.

Name(s) (Include Maiden)_________________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________________________
City___________________________________________________ State_______________Zip_________________
Phone_______________________________________ Email____________________________________________
If you are a graduate of Battle Lake Public School, please indicate your graduation year(s):___________________________
Make checks payable to West Centra Initiative with Battle Lake 542 Education Foundation in the memo.
Your gift is tax deductible. Our affiliate, West Central Initiative will acknowledge your gift.
 Check here if you would like your donation to remain anonymous.
 Check here if you would like us to contact you for account information.
 My employer will match my gift. I will complete a matching gift form from my employer.
Employer’s Name____________________________________________________

Thank you

to our members and donors!

Matthew & Joan (Wallin-1951)
Macheledt
Martin & Kim Anderson
Kurt & Tanya Maethner
Lee & Judy (Thiel-1977) Backhaus
Dan (1978) & Lisa Malmstrom
Jon (1985) & Anne (Severson-1986)
Carl Malmstrom (1974)
Cline
Reed Malmstrom (2010)
Andrea (Malmstrom-1976) Everts
Shawn Mallory
Carrie (Stabnow-1972) Fisher
Kathy Morgan
Gary (1966) & Karalyn Harrington
Memorial for George Morgan
Joyce Herbranson
Paul & Debra Ness
Arlan (1974) & Bonnie Herbranson
Eric (1995-staff) & Brooke
Kathy Kensinger (staff)
(Malmstrom-1984) Olson
Bill & Marlys Klimp
Scott (1978) & Connie Peterson
Vernal Lind (1954)
Homer & Esther Saetre
Barry Nelson (1968)
Richard (1961) & Sharon Schaller
Milt Paulson (1958)
Dan Skogen (1976)
Tom & Shari (Thiel-1976) Prigge
Jeff Skogen (1983)
Kathryn E (Everts-1962) Rickers
Virginia Stabnow (staff)
Jason & Amy (staff) Severson
Alice (Wilson-1966) Tamburg
Donna Mueller (1972)/Stephen
Jon Tamke (1973)
Stenstrom (1969)
Daniel (staff) & Sandy (staff) Thimgan Edie Thiel (1984)
Tony (1980) & Darla Thiel
Kennon (staff) & Sharon Worden
Tony (staff) & Jan Thiel
John & Karen (Buntje-1986) Young
Ross (1984) & Theresa Ukkelberg
Charter Donation – 2011
Alfred Walvatne (1954)
Elaine (Ness-1937) Everts ($10,000)
Robert (1953) & Karen Wasson
Mary Ellen Young (1954)
Freshman “542 Club” Members Memorial for Kent Olson
Anonymous (1)
Thomas & Cheryl (Prescher-1957) Zosel
Lou (Wilke-1954) Barry
Sophomore “542 Club”
1st National Bank of Battle Lake
Members
Michael (1989) & Laurel Blaskowski
Lee & Judy (Thiel-1977) Backhaus
Tony & Molly Bussa
Andrea (Malmstrom-1976) Everts
Rich (1994) & Misty Condiff
Carrie (Stabnow-1972) Fisher
Jim (1970) & Janet DeMars
Gary (1966) & Karalyn Harrington
Joe & Julia (Everts-2008) DeMars
Vernal Lind (1954
Jeff (staff) & Amy Drake
Milt Paulson (1958)
Charles & Yvonne Erickson
Dan & Sandy (staff) Thimgan
Helen (Pederson) Estes
Memorial for Les Estes (1951)
Battler Club Members
Jacqueline (Hagensick-1952) Estes
Mackenzie Barry (2009)
Memorial for Ron Estes
Randy Bjorklund (1978)
John Everts (1966)
Mike (1976) & Lori (1977) Charest
Peter (1969) & Kristi Everts
Memorial for Thomas & Elaine Everts Gerald “Lefty” Christenson (1956)
Terri (Christensen-1978) Dalluge
Marsha (Noyes-1966) Farwick
Luverne(1954) & Muriel (1954) Foster Jo Duncan
John (1977) & Janene Hodnefield
Paul Eggen (1973)
Carol Jacoby (1978)
Melanie (Madsen-1958) Greene
Richard (1956) & Dorothy
Nya (Grewe-1981) Haberman (staff)
(Freeman-1958) Kausler
Joshua & Shauna (staff) Heggem
Kathleen Killeen
Boston Heaford (2014)
Bob & Melanie Koltes
Gary (1961) & Nancy Hoffman
Jeff (1977) & Kay Lukken
Arlyn Hustad (1976)
Matt Macheledt
Kathy Kensinger (staff)
Kathy Killeen

542 Club Charter Members

Barbara LaValleur (1963)
Beverly McAllister
Memorial for Quentin McAllister
(staff)
Tim & Carolyn McCarte
Sarah McClure
Chris (1989) & Sarah O’Kane
Brady & Jennifer (Staff) Roisum
Sheldon’s Car Care
Craig & Kim (Christensen) Stich
Jeff (1976) & Cindy Swenson
Memorial for Rodney Swenson
William & Julie Taylor
Jon (1985) & Jodi (1986) Trosdahl
Pete & Beth (staff) Wallevand
Deborah Wilson

Memorials
Chris (O’Leary-1966) Henkenius
Memorial for Michael A. Henkenius
Julie (Lohn-1977) Maki
Memorial for Mike Lohn
Chris (1989) & Sarah O’Kane
Memorial for Dennis O’Kane
Matt Macheledt
Memorial for Sue Macheledt
Linda Grefsgard, Carl Malmstrom,
Andrea Everts, Eric Malmstrom,
David Malmstrom
Memorial for Charles Malmstrom
Janet (Hemquist-1961) Anderson
Memorial for Robert Anderson
Boyum Family
Memorial for Al Boyum (1975)
Sharon Worden
Memorial for Kennon Worden
John & Andrea Everts
Memorial for Mary Stoller
Lorelie Hagge
Memorial for Nora (Glesne,
1953) Johnson, Elmber Johnson
(custodian/bus driver), Warren
Johnson (1967)
Ken & Joyce Herbranson
Memorial for Milt Paulsen (1958)
Terrance & Susan Nelson
Memorial for Milt Paulsen (1958)
Daryl & Renee Jorud
Memorial for Milt Paulsen (1958)
Joseph M DeMars & Family
Memorial for Marian DeMars

Ruby Donation Level
1st National Bank of Battle Lake
Gordon & Ardelle Knudson
Marvin Jesinoski
Harriet (Amundson-1954) Lundquist
Shawn A (Bezenek-1972) Mallory

Kevin Nakagaki (1974)
Matthew & Kristi Robinson
Tom & Grace (Thorstad-1953) Stoebe
Robert Wasson
Sharon Worden
Memorial for Kennon Worden (staff)
Myron A. Wicklund (1962)

Donations 2019
James & Ardelle (Bjordaard, 1966)
($100) Amundson
Belva Presler ($150)
First Lutheran’s Men’s Fellowship
($100)

Sponsors
Tastes, Toasts, & Traditions
Weichert Realty
Carr’s Tree Service
1st National Bank
First Lakes Agency
The Peak Supper Club
Class of 1954
Hilltop Lumber
Stub’s Dining & Saloon
Thrivent
5k/10k Run & Walk
Arvig
Lakes Veterinary Hospital
Jeff Lukken, DVM
Christensen Construction
First National Bank
Galloping Goose
Battle Lake Review

C.L.A.S.S. Account
Paine Family Trust (Stan Paine)
Gary & Linne Salvevold
Daryl & Renee Jorud
Allen & Gail Gilberston
Denis Hom

We apologize for possible
inaccuracies in this listing of
our contributors. Please advise
the Foundation of corrections
by e-mailing
leearnold9094@gmail.com

Battle Lake 542 Education Foundation
PO Box 184
Battle Lake, MN 56515

Current Foundation Board
Chairperson: Shari (Thiel) Prigge, Class of 1976
Secretary: Brooke (Malmstrom) Olson, Class of
1984
Treasurer & Director of TTT Event: Judy (Thiel)
Backhaus, Class of 1977
Jean Boyum, Community member & parent
Bob Koltes, Community member & parent
Barry Nelson, Class of 1968
Debbie Ness, Community member & parent
Amy Severson, SpEd teacher
Jeff Skogen, Class of 1983
Lisa Young, Elementary teacher
Rick Schaller, Class of 1961
Julia Everts-DeMars, Class of 2008
Jeff Lukken, Director of 5K/10K Event
(non-Board member)
PO Box 184
Battle Lake, MN 56515

Join our Board!
The Battle Lake Education Foundation
Board is looking to increase Board
membership. Please contact Shari
Prigge (shari.prigge@gmail.com) if you
are interested in serving as a board
member to help support the students
at Battle Lake School.
Alumni, parents and/or community
members are encouraged to serve
in order to continue to support and
enhance education throughout the
school district! Together we can do
so much!

We need
addresses!

Do you have addresses for
your classmates?
Do you know someone
not receiving our
information for Battle
Lake School 542 Ed.
Foundation?
Send their contact info to:
Karen (Buntje) Young at
balmoral@arvig.net

