ANNUAL REPORT
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Save the Dates
Wenonga Days 5K/10K Run & Walk

JULY 27, 2019
Wenonga Days 5K/10K Run & Walk
During Wenonga Days in Battle Lake

Message from the Board Chair
Dear Friends of the Foundation,
First, let me extend a huge thank you for your generosity
to the 542 Education Foundation. Your support has made a
difference for the students of Battle Lake Public School by
enhancing their education in a variety of ways. This year we
were able to award $11,542.00 in grants to help teachers
purchase such items as manipulatives for STEM & math in
the elementary, equipment for the school store to enhance
life skills, heart zone systems for PE classes, & wood burning
kits for art classes, plus many others.
Second, this annual report highlights the Foundation’s
finances, fundraising events, and donors. We added three
more outstanding individuals to the Hall of Fame. They are
James DeMars (Class of 1970), Todd Olson (Class of 1979),
and Sandra Thimgan (Music teacher). We honored them at
our annual “Tastes, Toasts, & Traditions” fundraising event in
September. We also sponsored the 10K/5K Run/Walk during
Wenonga Days in Battle Lake at the end of July. This year
we added the 10K as part of this event and the turnout was
amazing! We hope to improve on both events in 2019. See
the inside of this report and save the dates!
Again, thank you for your continued support! We look
forward to seeing you and working with you in the year
ahead in order to preserve the strong tradition of excellence
at Battle Lake Public School.
With gratitude,
Shari (Thiel) Prigge, Class of 1976

SEPTEMBER 14, 2019 - 6:30 p.m.,
Tastes, Toasts, & Traditions Fundraiser
Stub’s Dining & Saloon

Alumni Hall of Fame
Congratulations to the Alumni
Hall of Fame 2018 Inductees
The second class of inductees were recognized at the Tastes,
Toasts & Traditions event held on September 29, 2018.
James DeMars, Class of 1970, classical music composer,
conductor, and musician; Sandy Thimgan, Teacher, Battle
Lake Music educator 1970-2003; and Todd Olson, 1979,
Vice President of Student Affairs at Georgetown University,
Washington D.C..

JAMES
DEMARS
Class of 1970

SANDY
THIMGAN
Teacher

TODD OLSON
Class of 1979

Financial Update
As of January 31, 2019
Foundation Endowment:
$36,478.88
Operating Fund (cash & pledges):
$14,543.07
How You Can Help:
As a stakeholder in providing a quality education for our
students, we hope you will join us in supporting the Battle Lake
Education Foundation (BLEF). Through our affiliation with West
Central Initiative, who manages our fund, a full range of giving
vehicles exist. Join our 542 or Battler Membership Clubs, give a
memorial, or consider a legacy gift.
To make a gift see the attached donation page or donate online
at www.542foundation.com under the “Donate” tab.
Respectfully,
Judy (Thiel) Backhaus, Treasurer
Battle Lake Public School, Class of 1977

Tastes, Toasts, & Traditions
2018 Event

Fundraising Events:
JULY 27, 2019
Wenonga Days 5K/10K Run and Walk
During Wenonga Days in Battle Lake
Pre-Registration & Chronotrack Timing by Anderson Race
Management
Pre-Registration online at www.542foundation.com

SEPTEMBER 14, 2019 – 6:30 p.m.,
Tastes, Toasts, & Traditions Fundraiser
Stub’s Dining & Saloon
This year’s theme is “Date Night” and will feature special
events, a Silent Auction and the induction of new
members into the Battle Lake Public School
“Hall of Fame”. This special event is a “thank you”
to Foundation donors, as well as a fundraiser open
to the public.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! You won’t want to miss it!

2018 5k/10k Run & Walk

The Special Event, Spelling Bee

A large crowd
came to
support The
542 Education
Foundation!

C.L.A.S.S.
“Initiated by the Battle Lake High School Class of 1967 Memorial Fund”
The Battle Lake Foundation Board was recently contacted by Stan Paine, President of the Battle Lake “Class of 1967”; he and his
classmates had a great idea to honor all Battle Lake graduates who have passed away. The group was prompted to initiate a funding
process through the Foundation due to the recent death of their classmate, Doug Hom, M.D., and also to honor their other deceased
classmates: Eugene Hanson, Patrick Hult, Warren Johnson, Larry Kemnitz, Claudia Messier, Marvin Risty and Robert Snook.
Members of the Class of 1967 are willing to donate “seed money” to get this program started…and it is based on the following
criteria, all of which are traits that graduates of Battle Lake Public School benefitted from in their education and want to see continue
for all future Battle Lake graduates.
C: Character development
L: Leadership development
A: Awareness development
• Developing student awareness of their talents, interests and personal potential or
• Developing student awareness of contemporary issues on a local, state, national or global level that call for student 		
		 understanding and action through writing, public speaking, civic engagement and/or collaboration with others
S: Service to others mind-set development
S: Support for student development in any of these areas
The Foundation Board will oversee the disbursement of these funds based on the criteria outlined by the class members of 1967. It
is their hope, and our hope as a Board, that others will donate memorial funds, donations or other financial funding to support this
cause. The Class of 1967 may have initiated this program, but it represents all of us, no matter what year a person graduated. This is a
means for us to “honor the past and enrich the future” of Battle Lake Grads!
If you would like to donate, please indicate C.L.A.S.S. on your donation form and we will make sure that your dollars go to programs
that represent the criteria listed above. As always, we appreciate your support and generosity!

Class of ‘67 Mourns Valedictorian
(The following information is from the Battle Lake Review obituaries)
Dr. Douglas Hom, age 69, passed away the morning of Friday, January 25, 2019. He suffered a heart attack while skiing and, after a
week-long struggle at Harborview Medical Center in Seattle, died peacefully surrounded by family.
Doug was born July 26, 1949 in Minneapolis, Minnesota to Dr. Leong “Lee” and Syen “Sunny” Hom. He was
the eldest of four boys and, although competition was stiff, the most adventuresome troublemaker of the lot.
During his youth in small town Battle Lake, Minnesota he played golf, baseball and basketball; participated
in band, chorus and debate; and did other “normal” things that would surprise no one who knew him, like
spontaneous multi-day canoe adventures and making sure nobody picked on his little brothers. Smart and
opinionated even then, he graduated as high school valedictorian. The caption for his high school senior
photo was “Even his explanations needed explaining”. This sentiment followed him throughout his entire life.
He graduated from the University of Minnesota Medical School in 1974, moved to Glens Falls, New York and
established a medical private practice. In 1985, he moved to Seattle and worked for the Providence Hospital
medical group until 2000 when he and his brother, Dr. Denis Hom opened a medical practice together in
West Seattle. During this time, he also treated patients at several adult family care facilities. Drawing on
the legacy set by his father, Doug took his vocation to heart. His patients were treated with the same compassion and genuine – if
sometimes tough – love as his family.
Doug was a devoted father and grandfather, thoughtful mentor and loyal friend. He had an active imagination and insatiable
curiosity. He dove into life with a passion that few could match. He truly loved people: his family and friends, his patients and people
he’d just meet passing through. He felt they ultimately made his life richer and more interesting. In turn, he touched and made a
positive impact on many lives.
Doug was preceded in death by his parents, Lee and Sunny Hom.
He is survived by his brothers, Denis Hom (Mei-Lan), James Hom (Siu-Lin) and Curtis Hom (Vivian); his children, Tanya Farmer (Justin),
Ainsley Bar Telem (Elan) and Kyra-lin Hom (Chad Richman); his grandchildren, Jocelyn Farmer, Lucas Farmer and Elijah Farmer; many
nieces and nephews.

Alumni Notes
As a 1977 Battle Lake graduate, I keep up on most of my classmates through social media, reunions, or from other classmates…but
I always LOVE hearing about school mates in grades above or behind me…or their siblings…or staff members. You have seen this
before in college Alumni magazines…I scour the one from Moorhead State (now the University of Minnesota at Moorhead) and love
to see a familiar name and something about his/her life.
So, welcome to “Alumni Notes”…yep, we want to hear from you! Not what you had for supper or who you voted for, but something
about your career, family, retirement, or wild life happening! If you wrote a book, started a company, were “Teacher of the Year”,
received a doctorate, pursued a life dream, got a great promotion,…you know the routine! Share your story! Don’t like talking about
yourself, give a shout-out to a classmate or friend you’re proud of. We are proud of our alumni and their accomplishments! So, don’t
be shy! Make sure to include your first and last name, maiden name, and year of Battle Lake graduation! All notes received in 2019
will be published in our 2019 Annual Report.
“Alumni Notes” can be sent to Carrie (Stabnow-1972) Fisher at carrie_fisher@mindspring.com
Regards,
Judy (Thiel-1977) Backhaus
Vernal Lind - Class of 1954
Vernal received his BS and MS degrees from St. Cloud State
University and taught English at the senior high school
and college level for 36 years. He then became a history
researcher and freelance writer.
Vernal’s accomplishments include
being an award winning author
of 5 books (“Beyond These Hills”,
“Beyond the Storm”, “Beyond
the Darkness”, “Beyond This
Home”, and “When June Comes”
which he dedicated to longtime
Battle Lake English teacher,
Vivian Ramberg), recognition as
“Writer of the Year” at the Write
to Publish Conference in 2014, and his articles and stories
have appeared in Grit, Lifewise, Teachers in Focus, Teachers
of Vision and other periodicals. His newest book, “The
Future Wears a Strange Face” was recently released. Vernal
currently lives in Battle Lake and is involved in a variety of
volunteer endeavors. He remains active in his church, Meals
on Wheels, the local Senior Center, the local food shelf, and
many other local entities. Vernal loves spending time with
his two sisters and many nieces and nephews.
Barbara La Valleur - Class of 1963
Inspired by Battle Lake HS English
teacher, Vivian Ramberg, Barbara
was the first person to major in
Mass Communications at Moorhead
State University. She has spent
much of her 50+ year career as an
international photojournalist. Her
accomplishments include four solo
photo exhibits in three states in 2018,
consulting work with Forecast Public
Art (a non-profit in St. Paul that is

working on the multi-million dollar Pentagon Village Project
in Edina), twenty self-published photo books, and past Chair of
Public Art Edina. Barbara and her husband, Arnie Bigbee, lived
in Europe for twenty years. They have two daughters, Claire and
Andrea. She owns La Farm, a 33-acre farm originally owned by
her grandparents, between Battle Lake and Ashby with one of
her daughters. Barbara & Arnie have made their home in Edina
for the past 15 years. Barbara is a member of Art of the Lakes,
Evansville Art Center, Edina Art Center, and Red Dior Gallery in
Wahpeton, N.D.
Shari (Thiel) Prigge - Class of 1976
After graduating from Moorhead State University,
Shari became a mathematics teacher and spent 34 years
in the classroom. Her professional accomplishments include
a Master’s degree in 1986 and National Board certification
in 2009. She also taught courses
for college credit at Big Lake High
School through St. Cloud State
University. She married Tom
Prigge (Class of 1976, Henning HS)
in 1981 and they have one son,
Trenton, who is a civil engineer
and lives in Duluth with his wife,
Genna, and their labrador, Rey.
Shari & Tom both retired from
teaching in 2014. They relocated
to Battle Lake where they
“fixed up” two cabins on Lake Shore Drive. They like to
spend time traveling and always include a trip out West
to do some downhill skiing. Shari continues to be an
advocate of education and serves on the 542 Education
Foundation board.

Hall of Fame Call for Nominations
Nominations are being accepted for the Battle Lake 542 Education Foundation Hall of Fame Class of 2019. The deadline to submit
nominees for the 2019 class will be May 31st of this year.
Anyone may submit a nomination and the Foundation Board will make honoree selections based on the following criteria:
1. Nominees must have graduated from Battle Lake Public School at least 20 years prior to nomination, or must have retired
		 from Battle Lake Public School after serving in the school district for a minimum of 10 years.
2. Nominees must have realized distinctive achievements in their chosen field(s) that include such areas as business, education,
		 military service or community service to name a few.
3. Nominees may or may not be currently holding the position(s) in which they achieved major success.
4. Nominees may be living or deceased.
Nominations can be submitted via the online form link at: www.542foundation.com under the “Hall of Fame” tab. A list of previous
honorees can be viewed on this page as well. All nominations received by May 31st of this year, will be considered. The Foundation
Board will make the final selection of inductees with names announced in June. Those not selected will remain in the pool for future
consideration. The 2019 inductees will be recognized at the annual “Tastes, Toasts, & Traditions” event on Saturday, September 14,
2019, at Stub’s Dining & Saloon.
Tell us about your nominee:
Please complete the contact information fields to the best of your ability. Nominees should not be contacted for information.
1. Name:_________________________________________Graduation Year/Years of Service:_______________________
2. Home Address:_________________________________________________________________________________
3. Phone Number:________________________________________________________________________________
4. Email Address:_________________________________________________________________________________
Detailed information about the candidate’s credentials and achievements, and the impact of those accomplishments.
Please complete to the best of your ability. Nominations are to be kept confidential and nominees should not be contacted
for information.
(Please attach information)
Public awards and honors:
Please complete to the best of your ability. Nominations are to be kept confidential and nominees should not be contacted for
information.
(Please attach information)
Tell us about yourself:
1. Name:_______________________________________________________________________________________
2. Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________
3. Phone Number:________________________________________________________________________________
4. Email:_______________________________________________________________________________________
The completed form must be received by the Education Foundation no later than May 31st of this year.
Mailing address:
Battle Lake 542 Education Foundation
Attention: Hall of Fame Nomination
PO Box 184
Battle Lake, MN 56515

Become a Member
About our 542 Foundation
The Battle Lake 542 Education Foundation was organized
in 2011 to respond to the ever-increasing needs of our
award-winning school district by financially supporting
educational programs for all students in Preschool - 12 grades.
The membership of the foundation advisory committee includes
individuals who believe that only through community support
can we provide the best educational opportunities for our youth.
Please visit our website for the current list of advisory committee
members.
The advisory committee is proud to work in partnership with
West Central Initiative, a regional organization that offers over
25 years of foundation experience, to help guide fund-raising
and fund distribution activities.
Our Purpose
To support the strategic learning programs in the Battle Lake
School, which hone and enrich the skills and competitiveness
of our students, giving them the opportunity and framework
to excel during their formal educational years. We believe that
by building on critical thinking skills, forming strong societal
conscience, and developing positive interpersonal relationships,
our students will be better prepared to live and work in a global,
technological and dynamic society.

How to Donate
Online:
www.542foundation.com or www.wcif.org
Mail:
Make checks payable to Battle Lake 542 Education Foundation.
Your gift is tax deductible. Our affiliate, West Central Initiative
will acknowledge your gift.
West Central Initiative
PO Box 318
Fergus Falls, MN 56538

Donation Levels
General Education Fund
The General Education Fund gives the advisory committee the
most flexibility in designating when and where financial support
is most needed.
Endowment Fund
This is the gift that keeps on giving – year after year. The
principal is untouched while the interest becomes available to
provide for more long-range programs or to supplement the
General 542 Education Fund.
542 Club
Named for Battle Lake Independent School
District #542, this is a special 5-year pledge program:
1st year		
$142
2nd year
$100
3rd year
$100
4th year
$100
5th year
$100
		$542
Levels of the 542 Club
Freshman:
First $542
Sophomore: Completed first $542 and renewing
Junior:		
Completed $1084 and renewing
Senior:		
Completed $1626 and renewing
Graduate:
Completed 542 program and continues 		
		
to give $54.20 a year
Battler Club
$54.20 a year
Sponsorship Levels
Ruby Level:
$1,000 in one year
Sapphire Level:
$2,500 in one year
Bronze Level:
$5,000 in one year
Silver Level:
$10,000 in one year
Gold Level:
$25,000 in one year

Donation not necessary for Hall of Fame nomination.

Name(s) (Include Maiden)_________________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________________________________________
City___________________________________________________ State_______________Zip_________________
Phone_______________________________________ Email____________________________________________
If you are a graduate of Battle Lake Public School, please indicate your graduation year(s):___________________________
Make checks payable to Battle Lake 542 Education Foundation.
Your gift is tax deductible. Our affiliate, West Central Initiative will acknowledge your gift.
 Check here if you would like your donation to remain anonymous.
 Check here if you would like us to contact you for account information.
 My employer will match my gift. I will complete a matching gift form from my employer.
Employer’s Name____________________________________________________

Thank you

to our members and donors!

Bob & Melanie Koltes
(Gave $542.00 for “542 Kickoff” in Matt Macheledt
2011)
Matthew & Joan (Wallin-1951)
Martin & Kim Anderson
Macheledt
Lee & Judy (Thiel-1977) Backhaus
Dan (1978) & Lisa Malmstrom
Jon (1985) & Anne (Severson-1986)
Reed Malmstrom (2010)
Cline
Kathy Morgan
Andrea (Malmstrom-1976) Everts
Memorial for George Morgan
Carrie (Stabnow-1972) Fisher
Paul & Debra Ness
Gary (1966) & Karalyn Harrington
Eric (1995-staff) & Brooke
(Malmstrom-1984) Olson
Joyce Herbranson
Scott (1978) & Connie Peterson
Arlan (1974) & Bonnie Herbranson
Homer & Esther Saetre
Kathy Kensinger (staff)
Dan Skogen (1976)
Bill & Marlys Klimp
Jeff Skogen (1983)
Vernal Lind (1954)
Virginia Stabnow (staff)
Barry Nelson (1968)
Alice (Wilson-1966) Tamburg
Milt Paulson (1958)
Jon Tamke (1973)
Tom & Shari (Thiel-1976) Prigge
Edie Thiel (1984)
Kathryn E (Everts-1962) Rickers
Tony (1980) & Darla Thiel
Jason & Amy (staff) Severson
Tony (staff) & Jan Thiel
Donna Mueller (1972)/Stephen
Stenstrom (1969)
Ross (1984) & Theresa Ukkelberg
Daniel (staff) & Sandy (staff) Thimgan Alfred Walvatne (1954)
Kennon (staff) & Sharon Worden
Robert (1953) & Karen Wasson
John & Karen (Buntje-1986) Young
Mary Ellen Young (1954)
Memorial for Kent Olson
Charter Donation – 2011
Thomas & Cheryl (Prescher-1957) Zosel
Elaine (Ness-1937) Everts ($10,000)

542 Club Charter Members

Sophomore “542 Club”
Freshman “542 Club” Members Members
(Gave $542.00 when Club was
restructured in 2017)
Anonymous (1)
Lou (Wilke-1954) Barry
1st National Bank of Battle Lake
Michael (1989) & Laurel Blaskowski
Tony & Molly Bussa
Rich (1994) & Misty Condiff
Jim (1970) & Janet DeMars
Joe & Julia (Everts-2008) DeMars
Jeff (staff) & Amy Drake
Charles & Yvonne Erickson
Helen (Pederson) Estes
Memorial for Les Estes (1951)
Jacqueline (Hagensick-1952) Estes
Memorial for Ron Estes
John Everts (1966)
Peter (1969) & Kristi Everts
Memorial for Thomas & Elaine Everts
Marsha (Noyes-1966) Farwick
Luverne(1954) & Muriel (1954) Foster
John (1977) & Janene Hodnefield
Carol Jacoby (1978)
Richard (1956) & Dorothy
(Freeman-1958) Kausler
Kathleen Killeen

(Individuals on their second phase
of giving $542.00)
Lee & Judy (Thiel-1977) Backhaus
Andrea (Malmstrom-1976) Everts
Carrie (Stabnow-1972) Fisher
Gary (1966) & Karalyn Harrington
Vernal Lind (1954
Milt Paulson (1958)
Dan & Sandy (staff) Thimgan

Battler Club Members

(Individuals who give $54.20
annually)
Randy Bjorklund (1978)
Mike (1976) & Lori (1977) Charest
Gerald “Lefty” Christenson (1956)
Terri (Christensen-1978) Dalluge
Jo Duncan
Paul Eggen (1973)
Melanie (Madsen-1958) Greene
Nya (Grewe-1981) Haberman (staff)
Joshua & Shauna (staff) Heggem
Boston Heaford (2014)
Gary (1961) & Nancy Hoffman
Arlyn Hustad (1976)
Kathy Kensinger (staff)

Barbara LaValleur (1963)
Beverly McAllister
Memorial for Quentin McAllister
(staff)
Tim & Carolyn McCarte
Chris (1989) & Sarah O’Kane
Brady & Jennifer (Staff) Roisum
Sheldon’s Car Care
Craig & Kim (Christensen) Stich
Jeff (1976) & Cindy Swenson
Memorial for Rodney Swenson
William & Julie Taylor
Jon (1985) & Jodi (1986) Trosdahl
Pete & Beth (staff) Wallevand
Deborah Wilson

Memorials
Chris (O’Leary-1966) Henkenius
($100)
Memorial for Michael A. Henkenius
Julie (Lohn-1977) Maki ($100)
Memorial for Mike Lohn
Chris (1989) & Sarah O’Kane ($100)
Memorial for Dennis O’Kane
Matt Macheledt ($100)
Memorial for Sue Macheledt
Linda Grefsgard, Carl Malmstrom,
Andrea Everts, Eric Malmstrom,
David Malmstrom ($500)
Memorial for Charles Malmstrom
Janet (Hemquist-1961) Anderson
($2,000)
Memorial for Robert Anderson
Boyum Family ($500)
Memorial for Al Boyum (1975)

Ruby Donation Level

(Donation of $1,000.00)
1st National Bank of Battle Lake
Marvin Jesinoski
Harriet (Amundson-1954) Lundquist
Shawn A (Bezenek-1972) Mallory
Kevin Nakagaki (1974)
Matthew & Kristi Robinson
Tom & Grace (Thorstad-1953) Stoebe
Sharon Worden
Memorial for Kennon Worden (staff)
Myron A. Wicklund (1962)

Donations
Arvig ($100)
Bonnie Beach Resort ($50)
Dan Barbre Construction ($50)
Christensen Construction ($250)
Charles (1958) & Yvonne Erickson
($50.00)
Jackson (2004) & Betsy Everts
($500)

Everts Lumber ($132.42)
Patrick & Louise Flanagan ($100)
Shawn Frank ($50)
Roger Gilbertson (1964-$200)
Kenwood & Glendolyn Grewe ($150)
Floyd & Marian Haugen ($50)
Dorothy E. Johnson ($100)
Gail (Harrington-1967) Joseph ($100)
Paulson Land Co. ($329)
Emil (1948) & Marlys (LaValley-1956)
Madsen ($400)
Dan (1978) & Lisa Malmstrom ($416)
Carl Malmstrom (1974) ($100)
Ryan’s Repair ($30)
Jean (Harrington-1972) Tenneson
($100)
Bob & Karen Wasson ($400)

Sponsors
Tastes, Toasts, & Traditions
1st National Bank of Battle Lake
Stub’s Dining Hall
Thrivent
5k/10k Run & Walk
1st National Bank
Christensen Construction
Battle Lake Review
Arvig
Lakes Veterinary Hospital
Galloping Goose
We apologize for possible
inaccuracies in this listing of
our contributors. Please advise
the Foundation of corrections
by e-mailing
leearnold9094@gmail.com

Battle Lake 542 Education Foundation
PO Box 184
Battle Lake, MN 56515

Current Foundation Board
Shari (Thiel) Prigge, President (Class of 1976)
Jean Boyum, Co-Secretary
(Parent, Community Member)
Brooke (Malmstrom) Olson, Co-Secretary
(Class of 1984)
Judy (Thiel) Backhaus, Treasurer, Director of TTT
Event (Class of 1977)
Brian Fitzgerald (staff)
Barry Nelson (Class of 1968)
Mike Ranstad (Class of 1974)
Bob Koltes (Parent, Community Member)
Debbie Ness (Parent, Community Member)
Jeff Drake, Ex-Officio (Superintendent)
Jeff Lukken, Director 5K/10K Event
(Class of 1977)
PO Box 184
Battle Lake, MN 56515

Join our Board!
The Battle Lake Education Foundation
Board is looking to increase Board
membership. Please contact Shari
Prigge (shari.prigge@gmail.com) if you
are interested in serving as a board
member to help support the students
at Battle Lake School.
Alumni, parents and/or community
members are encouraged to serve
in order to continue to support and
enhance education throughout the
school district! Together we can do
so much!

We need
addresses!

Do you have addresses for
your classmates?
Do you know someone
not receiving our
information for Battle
Lake School 542 Ed.
Foundation?
Send their contact info to:
Karen (Buntje) Young at
balmoral@arvig.net

